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WOW! You mean it is a century this year since the Youth Ministry 
Department was formed in the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church?

2007 has been set aside to celebrate what God has done to the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church through the Youth Ministry Department. 
It is a year in which we will stop to reflect on what God has done for its 
youth.

It was at 3 pm on May 15, 1907 in Gland, Switzerland that an action 
was taken by the General Conference Committee to show its young 
people that the church was serious with saving and involving them in 
the mission of the church. Since that year, from a humble beginning 
led by M. E. Kern, the Youth Ministries Department has now grown 
into a very powerful tool of serving more than 10 million Seventh-day 
Adventist Youth around the world.

During this year young people around the world will be encouraged 
to know that those who went before us struggled, survived and even 
thrived in the faith. The stories of those who have gone before show us 
the shoulders on which we stand. There is strength in history and God 
has provided for us a great cloud of witness!

Let us plan many activities for our youth to 
celebrate this milestone in the history of 
their department.

Happy Anniversary Youth 
Ministries Department!
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by Baraka G. Muganda



It was around mid day, on a cold 
windy, April 16th, when Silvia broke 

the ugly news to me that 32 students 
and teachers had been killed at Virginia 
Tech. I was completely shuddered by 
this horrible news. 

Located in Virginia, United States of 
America,  nestled in the quaint town 
of Blacksburg, are eight colleges and 
graduate schools, a program of 60 
bachelor’s degrees, 140 masters and 
doctoral programs, 25,000 fulltime 
students, 100 buildings on 2600 acres. 
Virginia Tech is ranked 56th in the 
nation for research. The 2006 freshman 
class had a high school grade point 
average of 3.80, and an average 
cumulative SAT score of 1231. This is 
a world class college. It is something 
for Virginians, and the nation of United 
States to be proud of.

How could something like this 
take place on such a campus? The 
setting was great environment for 
these young people to start their own 
academic journeys. Parents are indeed 
in a great shock. They thought the 
future of their children was right on 
track, now their hopes and dreams are 
shuttered by this 23 year-old young 
man who cut short their children lives 
tragically. For the parents it is a dark, 
ugly nightmare of their lives. 

As the news unfolded last month, 
I pondered more seriously on the 
tragedy, what has the American 
people and the world been robbed 
of?  But what about the future; what 
influences both subtle and great have 
been erased by this senselessness.

May I suggest a few things that we 
as youth leaders can do during this 
tragic time in our history. We need 

to help our youth understand what 
is going on in the world in which we 
live. Some of you will be confronted 
by many questions from the youth 
who have been impacted so much by 
this event. Fear will grasp many youth 
and some may say to you there is 
not place for safety.  We will need to 
assure the young people we minister 
to that there is still safety in the hands 
of Jesus Christ.

Some of our youth filling our pews 
have pains, are confused and have no 
reason to live by. Listen to their cries 
as they squeak. Develop a listening 
ear.  Read the hurting signs. Youth 
ministry can fill up this void. The life 
of the killer at Virginia Tech shows a 
troubled youth with no purpose in life.

Worry about the young person in 
front of you, for each one of them 
individually, for their fears, problems, 
and desires. Be involved in their lives; 
do not be a distant youth leader that 
no one can speak with. Let the youth 
know you are there to help them.

We have a heavy and noble respon-
sibility to teach our youth Christian 
values in a society in which societal 
“absolutes” change with society and 
culture. It’s time for every Seventh-day 
Adventist Youth Leader to point again 
and again to our youth God’s absolutes 
and the Bible alone. Let us become the 
light house of hope among those we 
live with. Make the Bible the focus of 
all youth ministry. The youth we serve 
today have been infected by society 
illnesses and behave outside the norm. 
It’s time to challenge our youth to be 
like Him!!.
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by Baraka G. Muganda

2ND WORLD CONFERENCE
ON YOUTH AND

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Where?  Taipei ,  Taiwan
When? December 24, 2007 

to January 5, 2008

Registrat ion Fee
US$150.00

(for Conference only)

Registrat ion Deadl ine
October 2,  2007

Contact Information
Your local  Conference,

Union or  Division
Youth Ministries

You can also check

www.wcycs.org

Cal l
301-680-6140 (USA)

Email
impact@gc.adventist.org

Project  Tracks
Construct ion Projects

Classroom Improvement
Health Expo Project

Teaching Engl ish
Community Project

Youth-2-Youth
Fel lowship

Teaching Sports
and a lot ++

Killings at Virginia Tech
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After 25 hours flying from Washington Dulles Airport transiting in 
Amsterdam and Nairobi, my plane landed in Entebbe International 

Airport, Uganda.  Entebbe Airport became so famous world-wide in 1976 
after the Israeli Elite Special Forces launched a daring and fantastic rescue 
operation which was called “Operation Thunderbolt” to free the hostages 
of the hijacked Air France plane.  I have read heroic stories about that 
courageous liberation drama, hence I was so excited to see the battle 
ground with my own eyes.

When I exited the arrival area, Mulumba Tshimanga, East Central Africa 
Division (ECD) Youth Director and Samuel Mwebaza, Uganda Union Mission 
Youth Director greeted me with their warm and friendly welcome.  It was 
11:30 PM though, how nice it was in a place so new and strange, I met 
people whom I knew.  They took me to Equatoria Hotel in Kampala, we 
reached there at 1:30 AM.

On Thursday evening, April 5, 2007, Elder Claude Richli, the ECD Associate 
Secretary started this first ever conducted Youth Congress in this Division.  
The congress was officially opened on Friday morning, April 6, by Pastor 
John Wani, the Uganda Union Mission President, this opening program 
was graced by the presence of some Government officials, local and from 
neighboring countries such as:  Mr. Solas Majyambeve, Consulate of Djibouti 
Republic, Mr. Bemba – Administrative Secretary of D R Congo Embassy, Mr. 
Steven Kabuye – Mayor of Entebbe (Uganda).

Pastor John Wani – Uganda Union President; 
Pr. Joseph Twesigye, Union Secretary, 

Mr. Diosdado Largosa, Union Treasurer 
attended the congress from the 
beginning to the end, showing their 
full support to this youth congress.

10 Choirs from our academies and 
university in Uganda added colors to 

the congress.  Delegates, 303 of them, 
female: 28%, male: 72%, most of them 

were youth leaders coming to represent their 
10 countries:  Congo, Eritrea, Sudan, Burundi, 
Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Djibuti, 
Ethiopia.  Tanzanian’s delegates had to travel 
by bus which took them 40 hours of traveling, 
they formed the largest number of delegates, 

142.  On Sabbath, April 7, a special celebration of the 100th Year of the 
Youth Department was held by lighting the candles on a big birthday cake 
which was enjoyed by all the delegates.

Prior to the congress, some community service projects were conducted 
in the vicinity of the congress venue.  The congress was held in Colline 
Hotel, Mukono, Uganda.

Closing Ceremony was done by the Government officials from Mukono 
District. More power to you Mulumba!

by Hiskia Missah

EAST CENTRAL AFRICA DIVISION
YOUTH CONGRESS

On Friday, April 20th, early in the 
morning I flew from Baltimore, 

Maryland, to South Bend, Michigan, 
to attend the NAD Pathfinder Bible 
Achievement at Andrews University.

Terry Dodge, the organizer 
of this program and Associate 
Youth Director for the Michigan 
Conference, invited me to 
participate in this event and to 
preach on Sabbath morning. 
I’d heard about this program a 
long time ago, but I wasn’t sure 
what was all about. So, when I 
received the invitation to attend 
this program, I was excited for the 
opportunity to see first hand how 
this program worked. To be honest, 
I was very impressed. 

We had around 450 Pathfinders 
coming from North American 
Division. EVERYTHING was translated 
into three different languages: 
English, French and Spanish! This 
shows that the organizers really 
cared about the people coming to 
this event! The participants were 
divided into 23 teams. They met 
at the Pioneer Memorial Church 
on Sabbath afternoon for the big 
competition which consisted of 90 
questions about Bible passages, 
stories, etc. The contest was divided 
into three different levels. This 
allowed all of them to receive a 
price. It’s interesting to see that all 
of them can be winners; I really 
appreciate this kind of competition.

Terry, may the Lord continue to 
bless you and your team. Keep up 
the good work to encourage our 
Pathfinders to learn more about the 
Bible.

by Jonatán Tejel
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don  imus

He did it again. But this time everyone wasn’t taking it. People wanted a change and the powers that can affect 
change, at least with the popular culture—in this case the Media, wanted to show that they were not having it.

For years listeners who tuned in to Don Imus’ morning radio show knew that he was called a “shock jock” for a 
reason—what he says will, more often than not, offend someone. The Don Imus show is not for the weak of heart 
and the sensitive. It’s for those who like a good controversy to get the blood flowing and do not mind his offensive 
comments. It’s freedom of speech. But is freedom really free?

Paul, in speaking to the Christians in Rome said, “If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.”   What can we learn from the unfortunate unfolding of the Don Imus comment? That even though we are 
free to speak our minds, Paul’s instruction/advise should be followed by everyone, and in particular those of us who 
are Christians. While here in America we have “freedom of speech” it does not give us the right to publicly say things 
about people or for that matter anything that can be offensive to others. Because while what we say or do may not be 
morally wrong, it can be so offensive, as it was in this case, that it causes uproar and unnecessary controversy. 

“If you have nothing nice to say, don’t say anything at all.”

The after-effect of Imus’ remark also reminds me of another thing that I learned years ago, that is, perception is 
greater than reality. The Bible instructs us to avoid the very appearance of evil,, because if you view something I 
do or say to be evil, even if of itself it is not, your perception of the situation is your reality of that situation; and as 
a Christian my aim should be to live peaceable with all persons, not to try to stir up controversies and ill feelings.  I 
should try at all times to be as kind as possible in what I say. Not that I am going to be a hypocrite, but if I have to say 
or do something that has the potential to hurt, I too need to be cautious of how it is said or done…and if possible…
leave it alone.  

A wise lady told me once that “every truth does not have to be spoken”. That’s a lesson I am still learning to live by.

…take thought for what is honest and proper and noble [aiming to be above 
reproach] in the sight of everyone. 

    If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
                                                                      —Romans 12:17b-18 

(Amplified Bible)

Travel Plans for May

Baraka Muganda:	11 - 13:	 EUD 100 Yrs Celebration
			   23 to (June) 13: Leadership Class
			   Babcock University
						    
Hiskia Missah:		  1 - 3: Princeton Seminary, NJ
			   11 - 13: EUD 100 Yrs Celebration
							     
Jonatán Tejel:		  1 - 3: Princeton Seminary, NJ
			   11 - 13: EUD 100 Yrs Celebration
			   25 - (June) 4: TED, NEC Camporees

by Maria Dunchie

what can we learn?

May 15, 2007
@ 3 p.m.

It is our greatest desire to mark 
the celebration of 100 Years of 

Youth Ministries Department in the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church with a 
special activity. We are recommending 

to every youth group/society around the world to mark 
this celebration by planting a tree of edible fruit to 
signify what Youth Ministry has done for the church 
members in the past 100 years. The department has 
produced souls for God, while at the same time, many church 
leaders have been developed through its various ministries.

This activity should be held on Tuesday, May 15, 
2007 at 3 pm. At this hour a tree should be planted in 
every church. 100 years ago, on May 15, 1907 at 3 pm in 
Gland, Switzerland an action was taken to create a Youth 
Department in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Remind the young people and youth leaders the original 
purpose of creating this ministry “Salvation and service.”

 Leadership means not
having to be completely in harmony with everyone 
else.
				  

leaderõs quote

Winston Churchill

Don’t Forget


